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1 – Clean Up Operations At Deer Park Facility Keep Focus On Tank Farm, Houston Public Media, 4/1/19 
https://www.houstonpublicmedia.org/articles/news/2019/04/01/327325/clean-up-operations-at-deer-park-facility-keep-focus-
on-tank-farm/ 

The clean-up process continues at the Deer Park petrochemical storage facility that caught fire on March 17.  
Intercontinental Terminals Company (ITC), the company that owns the facility, says response crews are still working 
on removing product from the tank farm. The incident has restricted traffic on a section of the Houston Ship Channel 
and the U.S. Coast Guard doesn’t know at this point when the restrictions will be lifted. 
 
2 – Citizens take to streets in protest of Formosa plant, Louisiana Weekly, 4/1/19 
http://www.louisianaweekly.com/citizens-take-to-streets-in-protest-of-formosa-plant/ 

More than a dozen advocacy groups have formed a new coalition to fight industrial development and pollution along 
the Mississippi River in south Louisiana. Called Citizens Against Death Alley, the new group includes environmental 
organizations like the Louisiana Bucket Brigade and 350 New Orleans as well as concerned residents from parishes 
including St. James and St. John the Baptist. 
 

3 – NOPB and Port NOLA secure EPA Grant for Eco-Locomotive, American Journal of Transportation, 4/1/19 
https://www.ajot.com/news/nopb-and-port-nola-secure-epa-grant-for-eco-locomotive 

The Port of New Orleans and project partner, the New Orleans Public Belt Railroad (NOPB), were awarded a National 
Clean Diesel Funding grant from the United States Environmental Protection Agency. The EPA grant will provide 40% 
of total project cost, allowing NOPB to retrofit the engine of a conventional diesel locomotive to a cleaner engine with 
low emissions beyond current requirements. 
 
4 – New Mexico Environment Department gets $350,000 EPA grant, Irrigation & Green Industry, 4/1/19 
https://igin.com/article-7271-New-Mexico-Environment-Department-gets-$350000-EPA-grant.html 
It wasn’t extraterrestrials that created the mess, just old dry cleaning businesses. The toxic chemicals they left behind 
long after closing up shop caused a big swath of Roswell, New Mexico to be declared a U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Superfund site. 
 
5 – State pledges $80M for Bayou Chene floodgate that will relieve backwater flooding in 6 parishes, Baton Rouge 
Advocate, 3/31/19 
https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/news/article_295195be-53fc-11e9-b564-530f1b85d57d.html 
Residents in six southeastern Louisiana parishes will get some relief from backwater flooding thanks to a new 
floodgate. Gov. John Bel Edwards announced this week that the state's Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
is pledging $80 million to build a permanent floodgate across Bayou Chene. 
 
6 – Federal judge dismisses suit seeking class-action status against St. John chemical plant, Baton Rouge Advocate, 
3/31/19 
https://www.theadvocate.com/new_orleans/news/courts/article_0ff955ee-5045-11e9-ba0b-57581a270bc4.html 
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A federal judge in New Orleans has dismissed a lawsuit seeking class-action status against the Denka Performance 
Elastomer plant near LaPlace — making it the first lawsuit against the plant to be thrown out since residents started 
suing over "excessive" chloroprene levels two years ago. 
 
7 – State pledges $80M for Bayou Chene floodgate that will relieve backwater flooding in 6 parishes, Baton Rouge 
Advocate, 4/1/19 
https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/news/article_295195be-53fc-11e9-b564-530f1b85d57d.html 
Residents in six southeastern Louisiana parishes will get some relief from backwater flooding thanks to a new 
floodgate. Gov. John Bel Edwards announced this week that the state's Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
is pledging $80 million to build a permanent floodgate across Bayou Chene. 
 
8 – Disputed oil, gas lease sale brings in $15M, E&E News, 4/1/19 
https://www.eenews.net/energywire/2019/04/02/stories/1060139077 

In a remote stretch of New Mexico desert, the U.S. government put in motion an experiment aimed at proving to the 
world that radioactive waste could be safely disposed of deep underground, rendering it less of a threat to the 
environment. 
 
9 – OPINION: Every level of government failed southern Dallas by allowing Shingle Mountain to grow, Dallas 
Morning News, 4/2/19 
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2019/04/02/city-dallas-state-share-blame-shingle-mountain 

When I learned the city of Dallas had pulled the certificate of occupancy for Blue Star Recycling's asphalt shingle 
operation along South Central Expressway, otherwise known as Shingle Mountain, I cried. I cried out of relief that 
something serious was finally being done about a company that's made life miserable for families on our small 
southern Dallas street for over a year. 
 
10 – OPINION: Educating and preparing communities for long-term disaster recovery, Texas Tribune, 4/2/19 
https://www.tribtalk.org/2019/04/02/educating-and-preparing-communities-for-long-term-disaster-
recovery/?_ga=2.124282954.1587057970.1554217449-1518530642.1472567047 

Disaster preparedness and recovery would probably not come to mind if you were asked what the Texas General 
Land Office (GLO), Texas Education Agency, Texas Department of Insurance and the Texas Department of State Health 
Services have in common. 
 
11 – Wheeler speaks regularly with Trump's top energy adviser, E&E News, 4/2/19 
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2019/04/01/stories/1060138797 

EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler is regularly in contact with the White House's senior energy adviser, according to 
newly released scheduling calendars. 
 
12 – EPA's own adviser finds Trump's rollback of car rules could cost jobs, Washington Post, 4/2/19 
https://wapo.st/2OEK0Cw 
An environmental adviser to the Trump administration projects that its attempt to reverse Obama-era fuel-efficiency 
standards could have a steep long-term toll on the U.S. economy and eventually cost the country hundreds of 
thousands of jobs. 
 
13 – Shell to leave oil lobby group over climate policy concerns, San Antonio Express-News, 4/1/19 
https://www.mysanantonio.com/business/energy/article/Shell-to-Leave-Oil-Lobby-Group-Over-Climate-13734528.php 

Royal Dutch Shell Plc’s position on climate change is misaligned with about half of the trade associations it’s a part of, 
and the disagreement with one is so severe the company will let its membership lapse next year. 
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14 – California jury orders Chevron to pay $21M for cancer claims, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 4/1/19 
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2019/apr/01/california-jury-orders-chevron-pay-21m-cancer-clai/?news-arkansas  

A Northern California jury ordered Chevron Corp. to pay the families of two brothers who died of cancer a combined 
$21.4 million after concluding the company failed to properly warn the men about the dangers of a toxic solvent they 
worked with at a company-owned tire factory. 

https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2019/apr/01/california-jury-orders-chevron-pay-21m-cancer-clai/?news-arkansas
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